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CONGRATUVAT 104 S

Congratulations! Today is your day!
You're off to Great Places! You're off and away!

You've come to this earth with so much to share
And it's my job to help you go here or get there

Learn all you can while you're still very young
For the world is counting on you, little one

Education, I'm sure, is the key to the world
The future transformed through just one little girl



| am your teacher, your leader, your guide
But we’re taking this journey as one, side by side

And as you are learning, remember | too
Am learning at least just as much as are you!
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Frankl, 1984, p. 12

| want you to know that this life is not
About driving the fastest new car off the lot

It's about finding meaning in things that you do
And to yourself, making sure you are true

For we all are connected in this vast world, and we
Can work to make miracles happen, you see

For whenever we gather with others who share
A common goal or a vision, then hope’s in the air
And great things can happen and often they do
Believe me, I've seen it and done it, it's true!
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Taking care of yourself is important as well
For when your mind hurts then your body can tell

Or when your poor spirit is down in the dumps
You may find yourself with a few extra lumps
Where there shouldn’t be any lumps, you are sure
But now you must go and look for the cure

It could be that the cure is quite easy to find

When you connect with your body and spirit and mind
Because all are connected, of this much | know

And a pain in your heart could show up in your toe.
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The world is our classroom, we are not confined
To sit in straight rows or to color in lines

Education is more than what’s written down
There’s so many more things to be covered, I've found

Like learning what's right and what's wrong, and how you
Can decide for yourself what these things mean for you

So our classroom will have a bit different design
And our lessons will probably shift with the times

We'll start in your room, then we’ll head out the door
Down the street, to the mall, or the grocery store

For these are all places of learning, you know
And please don’t ever stop, even when you get old
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Together we’ll learn about people and things

Very different from us, and the richness they bring
To our lives and the world, and how really it's plain
To see that we all are less different than same.

We could visit a synagogue, mosque or the like
Or explore Chinatown on the seat of a bike
Invite a friend over to share of her faith

Or walk in the shoes of a different race

The connections we’ll make will be lasting, | know
And will help you and me and the nation to grow.
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VEARNING

We will make sure we have balance in each

Of the things that we learn, say, do, think, feel and teach
For balance is very important you'll find

In keeping in synch your soul, body and mind

We’ll remember that stories have at least two sides each
And remember them both in our actions and speech
And we'll also make sure that our work and our play

Will balance each other on each single day



Oral Traditions
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Observation & Participation
(Rom)

Shape Own Education
(Existentialist)

e ' ol | Service
‘ : (Vesuit)

Questioning & Dialogue
(Idealist)

(African, Indigenous, Chinese)

Our learning approaches will be different and plenty
As we borrow from cultures, indeed there are many

We'll listen to stories and play and have fun

As the Chinese and African cultures have done
You can watch and then model behaviors of Mom
As the children will do in the culture of Rom.

As an existentialist student will you get to choose
What excites you and what really brings you to snooze
We'll learn to serve others, to put them before self

As we take a page from the Jesuit’s shelf

The most crucial skill that you should have, I think,
Is to question and dialogue...the Idealist link.
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With life as your classroom, your learning will be
So much more relevant, to the hundredth degree
Knowledge will be more than what's formally taught
And learning won’t end when the weather gets hot

You'll educate others and help them become
More then they ever believed could be done
You'll live life in balance, remembering they

Whose voices are too often silenced away

So you have the tools now, it’s all that you need
To go and be all that you're destined to be

And if you are lost and you can'’t find your way
You'll know I'm right there every step of the way

10



REFERENCES

Frankl, V.E. (1984). Man’s search for meaning: An introduction to
logotherapy. New York: Simon & Schluster (Original work
published 1945).

Geisel, T.S. (1990). Oh, the places you'll go. New York: Random
House, Inc.

Kelly, B.T. (2006, Spring). Bridget's educational philosophy as it
connects to readings. EDUC 530: Seattle University.

Ozmon, H. & Craver, S. (2003). Philosophical foundations of
education 7th ed. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Merrill/Prentice
Hall.

Regan, T. (2005). Non-western educational traditions:
Indigenous approaches to educational thought and practice,
3rd ed. Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Winfrey, O. (Producer). (2006, May 17). The Oprah Winfrey
Show. [Television broadcast]. Chicago: Harpo, Inc.

11



WHAT | _
WANT MY ol
DAUGHTER TO ¢

EOUC 530
Spring 2006




